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Deposit with Registrar-General of death certificates 
 

A deceased person can not inherit a deceased person estate by acting as the 
deceased person upon further investigation we found in the interpretations in 
the law exist an arrangement in regard to this birth certificate of a deceased 
person.  

 
Births, Deaths, Marriages, and Relationships Registration Act 1995 

 
2 Interpretation          
child includes a still-born child 
still-birth means the issue from its mother of a still-born child 
still-born child means a dead foetus that— 
(a) weighed 400 g or more when it issued from its mother; or 
(b) issued from its mother after the 20th week of pregnancy 
birth includes a still-birth; but does not include a miscarriage 
death does not include a miscarriage or a still-birth 
dead foetus means a foetus that, whether or not the umbilical cord had been severed 
or the placenta had detached, at no time after issuing completely from its mother 
breathed or showed any other sign of life (such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the 
umbilical cord, or definite movement of the voluntary muscles) 
body means a dead person; but does not include a dead foetus 
birth information means information relating to a birth; and, in relation to any birth, 
means information relating to that birth 
birth certificate means a document— 
(a) issued by, and signed or sealed by or stamped with the seal of, a Registrar; and 
(b) containing registered birth information;— 
and, in relation to any person, means a birth certificate containing registered birth 
information relating to the person's birth 
unavailable means dead, unknown, missing, of unsound mind, or unable to act by 
virtue of a medical condition 

 
67Birth certificates generally 
(1) Every birth certificate shall contain as much information (being information 
relating to the birth to which the certificate relates recorded under this Act or a 
former Act at the time the certificate is issued) as is then prescribed. 
(2) Subsection (1) is subject to sections 63 to 66. 
(3) Notwithstanding sections 63(2)(c), 64(1)(c), 65(3), and 66(1)(b), if satisfied that the 
person to whom a birth certificate relates was still-born or is dead, the Registrar 
issuing it shall cause it to bear the expression “still-born” or, as the case requires, 
“deceased”. 
 
52Deposit with Registrar-General of death certificates issued outside New 
Zealand 
(1) Subject to this section, any person may, on payment of the prescribed fee and in 
the manner prescribed by regulations made under this Act, deposit with the Registrar-
General a death certificate issued outside New Zealand in respect of the death outside 
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New Zealand, whether before or after the commencement of this Act, of a New 
Zealand citizen or of a person ordinarily resident in New Zealand. 
(2) Where any person delivers to the Registrar-General, for deposit under subsection 
(1), a document that purports to be a death certificate to which that subsection 
applies, the Registrar-General shall, if satisfied that the document appears to be such a 
certificate, accept it for deposit and record the information contained in it. 
(3) Where a death certificate to which subsection (1) applies is not in the English 
language, the Registrar-General shall not accept it for deposit unless it is accompanied 
by a translation of that death certificate into the English language. 
(4) The Registrar-General shall not be responsible for the authenticity of any death 
certificate deposited under this section nor for the truth of any information 
contained in any such death certificate. 
(5) Where a death certificate is deposited under this section, the Registrar-General 
may, on payment of the prescribed fee, issue a written statement— 
(a) stating that that death certificate is, under this section, deposited with the 
Registrar-General; and 
(b) giving the information contained in that death certificate; but 
(c) stating that the Registrar-General is not responsible for the authenticity of that 
death certificate nor for the truth of any information contained in that death 
certificate. 
(6) Where a death certificate is deposited under this section with the Registrar-
General at a time when the Registrar-General has access to a computer system on 
which information relating to births is recorded, the Registrar-General shall— 
(a) take all reasonable steps to find out if information relating to the person's birth is 
recorded on the system; and 
(b) if so, ensure that there is recorded, with but not as part of that information, the 
fact that a death certificate issued outside New Zealand has been deposited but the 
recording of that fact shall note that the death certificate has not been authenticated. 
(6A) Sections 74 and 75 apply to information provided by the Registrar under 
subsection (5). 
(7) Nothing in this section limits or affects the provisions of sections 48(3)(b) and 50. 
Section 52(6A): inserted, on 24 January 2009, by section 19 of the Births, Deaths, 
Marriages, and Relationships Registration Amendment Act 2008 (2008 No 48). 
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